
 

New Shoreham Town Council Meeting 

Town Hall, Old Town Road, Block Island 

Wednesday, March 16, 2011 

6:00 p.m. 

 
Present: First Warden Kimberley H. Gaffett, Second Warden Raymond J. Torrey, Town 
Councilor Peter B. Baute, Town Councilor Kenneth C. Lacoste, Town Councilor Richard P. 
Martin.  Also present was Town Manager Nancy O. Dodge.  Town Clerk Fiona Fitzpatrick took 
the minutes of the meeting. 
 
First Warden Gaffett called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
I. Report from NS Police Chief re: public health & safety (This discussion may be held 

 in closed session pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws §42-46-5(a)(3) for the 

 discussion of security) 

 
Ms. Gaffett moved to enter closed session pursuant to Rhode Island general Laws §42-46-5(a)(3) 
for the discussion of security.  Motion seconded by Mr. Torrey. 
 
II. Contract negotiations (This discussion may be held in closed session pursuant to 

 Rhode Island  General Laws §42-46-5(a)(2) for the discussion of collective 

 bargaining) 

(At 6:55 this item was continued to the end of the meeting due to the time.)  
At 6:55 Ms. Gaffett moved to adjourn the closed session meeting.  She announced no motions 
were made during the closed session and moved that the minutes remain closed under 42-46-
5(a)(3).  Seconded by Mr. Torrey. 
 
 Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 
 
Warden’s Report 

The First Warden reported that in an abundance of caution the Great Salt Pond will be closed to 
shellfishing until Saturday due to a Sewer blockage/spill on Ocean Avenue last Saturday.  Also, 
the Town’s bill for historic designation of property outside the Historic District is progressing 
through the legislature. 
 
Public Input:  Elliot Taubman said there is a drainage problem on Corn Neck Road near the 
Beachead Restaurant.  Mike Shea will be informed.    
 
1. Board of License Commissioners: 

• Transfer of Class BV Liquor License from LBN, Inc. Officers: Matthew Nyberg, 

Michelle Nyberg and Beth Nyberg, d/b/a Albion Pub, Ocean Avenue, Plat 6, Lot 

3-2 to Poor People’s Pub Block Island, Inc. Stockholders: James Keating, 

Brenna Audino and Ross Audino, d/b/a Poor People’s Pub, Ocean Avenue, Plat 

6, Lot 3-2 

Ms. Gaffett recused because her father has a financial interest with one of the transferors. 
 
Second Warden Torrey opened the hearing at 7:05 and moved to approve the transfer of a Class 
BV liquor license from LBN, Inc. Officers: Matthew Nyberg, Michelle Nyberg and Beth 
Nyberg, d/b/a Albion Pub, Ocean Avenue, Plat 6, Lot 3-2 to Poor People’s Pub Block Island, 
Inc. Stockholders: James Keating, Brenna Audino and Ross Audino, d/b/a Poor People’s Pub, 
Ocean Avenue, Plat 6, Lot 3-2, in accordance with the site plan on file and to grant permission 
for dancing, subject to: Payment of the liquor license fee, Fictitious Name filed with the RI Sec. 
of State, Clearance from Division of Taxation (LBN, Inc. and Poor Peoples Pub), RI Retail Sales 
Permit, Certificate of Occupancy from Building Official.  Motion seconded by Dr. Baute.  
 
Discussion ensued.  The liquor service and parking areas were discussed; they are as indicated on 
the applicant’s site plan. 
 
 Ayes: 4 (Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 Recuse: 1 (Gaffett) 
 

• Application for Outdoor Entertainment License for Poor People’s Pub Block 

Island, Inc. d/b/a Poor People’s Pub, Ocean Avenue, Plat 6, Lot 3-2. 
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Second Warden Torrey noted no objections were received and moved to approve the 2011 
Outdoor Entertainment License for Poor People’s Pub Block Island, Inc. d/b/a Poor People’s 
Pub, Ocean Avenue, Plat 6, Lot 3-, in accordance with the Town of New Shoreham ordinances 
and the application on file.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Martin. 
 
Councilor Martin asked the new owners to work with the Police Chief and neighbors to be sure 
there is no noise problem in the area.  The licensees control only the first floor unit, outdoor 
entertainment is restricted to the patio, there will be no entertainment on the second floor porch.   
 
 Ayes: 4 (Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 Recuse: 1 (Gaffett) 
 
At 7:12 Mr. Torrey closed the Board of License Commissioners hearing and Ms. Gaffett 
resumed the meeting.  
 
2. Continuation of Public Hearing: Proposed amendments to New Shoreham Zoning 

 Ordinances Sections 202 Definitions, Section 311 Old Harbor Commercial Zone, 

 Section 319 Planned Development Zone, and to add a new section 424 (under 

 criteria for special use permits) Electronic Game Machines  

 

First Warden Gaffett reopened the public hearing.  Attorney Elliot Taubman was present for the 
applicants. 

• Dr. Baute noted the proposed ordinance does not identify a specific rating system 

• Pat Doyle said she considers Water Street “Family Row” where different generations 
enjoy activities together.  She thinks video games are not family activities, and she is 
opposed to the additional video games which would be allowed under the proposed 
ordinance.   

• The provision that there be adult supervision in attendance is not clear enough to enforce.   

• Council members did not agree that video games are the recreational facilities that would 
be encouraged under the Comprehensive Plan 

 
 
Dr. Baute moved to close the public hearing and reject the proposed ordinance changes, and to 
ask the Planning Board to come back with a clarification regarding major and minor changes to 
Planned Development Zones and to clarify when the Town Council will be involved in 
approving changes to Planned Development Zones.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Lacoste.  
 
 Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 
 
First Warden Gaffett noted game licensing issues raised by the discussion need to be addressed. 

 

3. FY12 Budget worksession 

Finance Director Amy Land was present.  She explained: 

• The proposed budget carries a debt service ration of 14% which is in the “moderate” 
category 

• Town is in the lowest category of total debt to assessed value: .68% 

• S& P rates the Town’s amortization as above average 

• A fund balance of $43,000 is projected.   

• The Town is a member of the state pension fund, ERSRI.   

• Current budget eliminates the Town’s management fee for sewer and water companies, it 
is a part of the fiscal plan the Town proposes for the sewer company (a value of $40 – 
80,000) 

• The Town could raise an additional $20,000 by going up to the 4.25% property tax 
increase cap 

• Reducing or eliminating the local exemption on Motor Vehicle tax would bring 
additional MV Tax would bring up to an additional $83,000; Town would have to apply 
to the state for an exemption for loss of non-tax revenue 

• Budget includes a 12.6% increase for Blue Cross 

• Includes a wage freeze for all employees 

• Includes increase of $55,000 for the school rather than the $125,000 requested 
 
Continued discussion of budget items:  
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• School Committee Chair Bill Padien spoke against removing the management charges for 
the water and sewer companies.  School is has identified an additional $20,000 in health 
benefit costs and $30,000 in Medicare reimbursements it will not be receiving.  
Discussion of maximizing property tax levy for additional $20,000  

• Discussion of mooring revenues 

• Discussion of dustkill 

• Old Harbor revenue 

• Capital/Tax shortfall of $2,500 for feasibility study for Beach Pavillion 

• Library may rearrange funds to repair HVAC system in lieu of purchasing computers 

• Decreasing a position in the Clerk’s office from half time with single benefits to 10 hour 
per week without benefits will have an impact on services 

 
The Council will continue the budget discussion on March 29th.  
    

4. Review and act on TNS fee schedule 

Discussion of bicycle rental licenses.  The license fee is $200 to rent any amount of bicycles.  
The Clerk will return with information regarding the number of bikes rented.   The fee for a 
moped license is regulated by the agreement which expires in the summer of 2012. 
 
5. Receive and act on letter from Pam Gasner/350 Committee re: Settlers Rock, new 

 Native American marker, and Isaac’s Corner sign 

Pam Gasner was present for the 350 Committee.  Discussion of a monument commissioned from 
stonecutter Karin Sprague to commemorate native settlement.   The marker will be across the 
street from Fresh Pond.  Mike Shea will be directed to create a street marker for Isaacs Corner.   
Council was in favor of stabilizing Settler’s Rock before the June 18 Founders Day celebration, 
they request the new base be subtle.  CRMC approval may be needed.    
 
First Warden Gaffett moved, with thanks to the 350 Committee, to authorize them to work with 
Town Manager Nancy O. Dodge on an Isaac’s Corner sign and the stabilization of Settler’s Rock 
and the installation of a rock monument in memory of the Manisseans.  Motion seconded by Mr. 
Martin. 
 
 Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 
 

6. Receive and act on letter from Linda Pearson re: relief from Salt Pond Settlement 

 resale restrictions on moderately priced units 

First Warden Kim Gaffett recused because her family has a financial interest in two Salt Pond 
Settlement units.  Linda Pearson was present.  She owns an “owner occupied” unit which she has 
been renting with the Council’s permission while it is for sale.  She asked for relief from the 
provisions stipulated in the creation of the Planned Development which limits her to selling her 
unit to a year round occupant for 2/3 market value.  Discussion ensued.    
 
Second Warden Torrey moved to refer to the matter to Town Attorney Donald Packer and ask 
him to produce a written opinion and step by step blueprint on what the Zoning Board needs to 
do to get expedited relief for Linda Pearson.  Motion seconded by Dr. Baute. 
 
 Ayes: 4 (Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 Recuse: 1 (Gaffett) 
 
7. Act to authorize Deer tag reimbursements 

Fourteen hunters have requested reimbursement for the cost of deer tags for 60 antlerless deer. 
 
Dr. Baute moved to authorize the reimbursement of $750 for deer tags for antlerless deer, to 
come from the contingency line, seconded by Mr. Lacoste.   
 
 Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 
 
8. Receive and act on letter from The Storm Trysail Club re: special temporary permit 

 or event trailers  
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Ms. Gaffett moved to grant a Special Temporary Permit for Storm Trysail Club for the 
placement of two office trailers on the Oar property from June 19th through June 24, 2011, with 
the stipulation there be no human habitation.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion. 
 
 Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 
 
9. Boards, Committees and Commissions: 

• Appointments: Recreation Board, Shellfish Commission 

Ms. Gaffett moved to appoint Kristin Bauman as an alternate on the Recreation Board, seconded 
by Mr. Lacoste. 
 
 Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 
 
Mr. Lacoste moved to appoint Renwick Tweedy to fill Peter Voskamp’s unexpired term on the 
Shellfish Commission, seconded by Mr. Torrey. 
 
 Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 
 
The First Warden announced there are still vacancies on the Library Board of Trustees and the 
Town Council’s representative on the Board of Health Services. 
 
10. Resolution re: Polling Hours 

First Warden Gaffett moved to adopt the resolution as prepared, seconded by Mr. Lacoste.   
 
 Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 
 
11. Minutes: February 7, 2011, February 9, 2011, February 21, 2011 (open and closed) 

Mr. Torrey moved to approve the minutes with changes discussed, seconded by Mr. Lacoste. 
 
 Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 
 
2. Contract negotiations (This discussion may be held in closed session pursuant to 

 Rhode Island  General Laws §42-46-5(a)(2) for the discussion of collective 

 bargaining) 

(This item was continued from the beginning of the meeting due to the time.) The Town Manger 
advised the item did not have to be discussed in closed session.  She reported the Union members 
voted to approve a two year contract with a wage freeze for this year and a wage-scaled health 
care insurance contribution for next year.  The contract was approved by the employees but some 
employees filed a protest.  
 
Dr. Baute moved to approve contract as discussed, seconded by Mr. Lacoste. 
   
 Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 
 
At 11:00, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Lacoste and seconded by Dr. Baute. 
 
 Ayes: 5 (Gaffett, Torrey, Baute, Lacoste, Martin) Nays: 0 
 
 
Minutes approved: April 3, 2011 
 
 
Fiona Fitzpatrick 
Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 


